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1/ Erste Lektion

v
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Before you begin your first lesson, be sure to read the introduction,
which gives some important background information to the course.
In the English translations, the words in brackets () give the literal

Erste Lektion ferstun lektsiohn]

Deutsch lernen'!

1 - Hallo Peter! Lernst du ? Deutsch? ?

2 - Ja.

3-Und?

4 — Ich verstehe nichts.

5 - Mmh ... Kennst du ,, Deutsch Ohne Miihe”? O

Pronunciation
doytsh lern’n 1 Hallo Pehter! lehrnst doo doytsh 2 ya 3 oont 4 ich
fehrshtehuh nichts 5 mh... kennst doo doytsh ohnuh miiuh

Pronunciation notes

The numbers indicate the line in the dialogue to which the note refers.
(Title), (1), (5) Deutsch: the eu is pronounced [oy] as in boy — [doytsh].
(Title), (4), (5) The final e [uh] as well as the e of the en ending ['n] are
pronounced only slightly — lernen [lehrn’n]; verstehe [fehrshtehuh];
Miihe [mdiiuh].

(1), (2) Slightly lengthen the vowels a, 0 and u when they are at the end of
a word — Hallo [Halloh]; du [doo]; ja [yah]. Hallo can also be pronounced
with a short o [Hallo].

(1), (5) Note that du is pronounced [doo] and that (i is pronounced like an
[oo] but with tightly pursed lips.

(4) The ch [ch] in ich is pronounced with the lips slightly parted — ich
[ich]; nichts [nichts].

(4),(5) An h after a vowel is usually silent and serves to lengthen it: verstehe
[fehrshtehuh], ohne [ohnuh], Miihe [miiuh].

1« eins [eyns]



First lesson /1

translation of the German. The words in square brackets [ ] do not
appear in German, but are needed in English.

First lesson

Learn German (German to-learn)

1 — Hi Peter! Are you learning (learn you [informal]) German?

2 - Yes.

3- And?

4 — | don’t understand anything (/ understand nothing).

5 - Hmm ... Do you know (know you [informal]) German
with Ease?

E Notes

1 Deutsch lernen to learn German. Notice how the object comes before :
the infinitive here (the verb, or action word, comes after the thing that
has the verb done to it), unlike in English (Deutsch lernen to learn :
German, Suppe essen to eat soup, Sarah sehen to see Sarah). Almost
all German infinitives end in -en: lernen to learn; verstehen to under- :
stand; kennen to know. :

2 The personal pronoun ich corresponds to / and du to you (informal
singular — we’ll come back to this later). In the present tense, the conju-
gated ending of the verb is usually an -e in the 1*-person singular (ich)
and an -st in the 2"-person singular (du): ich verstehe / understand :
(line 4); du lernst you learn; du kennst you know (line 5). :

3 A question usually starts with the conjugated verb, followed by the
subject: Lernst du Deutsch? (“Learn you German?”) Kennst du :
Deutsch Ohne Miihe? (“Know you German Without Effort?”). The sub-
ject of a sentence is the person or thing performing the action (Sarah
isst Suppe. Sarah eats soup. Sarah is the subject, soup is the object.). :
But it is also possible not to invert the subject and verb, using the same
structure as for a statement. In this case, the question implies a level :

zwei [tsvy] <2



2/ Zwelte Lektion
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of astonishment on the part of the speaker: Du lernst Deutsch? You
are learning German? implies What a surprise! Note that in English we
would use the present continuous “you are learning” in this context,

skoksk

Ubung 1 — Ubersetzen Sie bitte!

Exercise 1 - Please translate!

@ Hallo! @ Ich kenne "Deutsch Ohne Miihe". @ Verstehst
du? @ Ja! Und? @ Ich lerne nichts.

skoksk

Ubung 2 - Erganzen Sie bitte!
Exercise 2 - Please fill in the blanks!
@ Are you learning German? (Learn you German?)

........ Deutsch?

@ VYes, | know German with Ease.
e e "Deutsch Ohne Miihe".

© You don’t understand anything. (You understand nothing.)
Du ................

O learn and understand
lernen ... .........

@ VYes, | understand.
Ja, .o

Zweite Lektion [tsvytuh lektsiohn]

Die neue Russischlehrerin '?

1 - Oh! Wer ist das *?

2 - Das ist Anastasia, die neue Russischlehrerin.

3 - Woher * kommt sie 5?

4 — Aus Sankt Petersburg.

5 — Schone Frau! Ist sie neu hier? O

3. drei[dry]



Second lesson /2

but the German uses the simple present tense “you learn” German also :
doesn’t require using “Do ...?" with a verb when forming a question.

ekok

Answers to Exercise 1
O Hil @ | know German with Ease. @ Do you understand? @ Yes! And?
@ I'm not learning anything.

ekok

Answers to Exercise 2
O Lernst du — @ Ja, ich kenne — @ — verstehst nichts @ - und
verstehen @ — ich verstehe

Second lesson

The new Russian teacher

1 - Oh! Who is that?

2 - That’s Anastasia, the new Russian teacher (f.).

3 — Where does she come from? (Where-from comes she?)
4 — From Saint Petersburg.

5 — Beautiful woman! Is she new here?

vier [feeuh] <4



2/ Zwelte Lektion

@ Pronunciation
dee noyuh roossish-lehrerin 1 oh vehuh ist dass 2 dass ist
anasstahzia dee noyuh roossish-lehrerin 3 voHehuh kommt zee
4 owss zankt pehtuhsboork 5 shaenuh frow! ist zee noy heeuh

Pronunciation notes

(Title), (1), (3) Be sure to distinguish between the long i [e€] (as in bee) in
die or sie and the short i [i] (as in kit) in ist or Russischlehrerin.

(Title), (5) Note that sch is pronounced [sh]: Russischlehrerin [roossish-
lehrerin]; schone [shoenuh].

(1), (3) Careful! In German, w is pronounced like v: wer [vehuh]; woher
[voHehuh]. For words of foreign origin, however, w and v keep their origi-
nal pronunciation.

(1), (3), (4) An -er ending is pronounced like a neutral unstressed vow-
el, which we transcribe as [uh]. wer [vehuh]; woher [voHehuh], Sankt
Petersburg [zankt pehtuhsboork].

Eg Notes

1 Animportant difference with English is that German nouns are capital-

: ized: der Lehrer teacher (m.); die Lehrerin teacher (f.). Using a lower-
case letter is considered a spelling error. Another difference is that every
noun has a gender — in German, a noun is either masculine, feminine
or neuter. If the noun refers to a person, it usually has a different mas-
culine and feminine form, as here. There are also different forms of
definite article (the): die is used with a feminine singular noun. When
you learn a new noun, it is a good idea to try to remember its gender.

kkk

() Ubung 1 — Ubersetzen Sie bitte!
Exercise 1 - Please translate!
@ Woher kommt die Russischlehrerin? @ Sie ist verheiratet.
© Sie ist schon. @ Ich komme aus Sankt Petersburg. @ Das
ist die neue Russischlehrerin.

5. finf [finf]
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Second lesson /2

When an adjective is used before a noun, its ending changes depend- :
ing on the gender and number (singular or plural) of the noun. For :
example, with a feminine singular noun, the adjective takes an -e: neu
new — die neue Russischlehrerin; schon beautiful — schone Frau :
(line 5). The good news is that when an adjective comes after a noun it :
does not change: verheiratet [fehrHyrahtuht] — Sie ist verheiratet.
She is married. Peter ist verheiratet. Peter is married. :

To designate a person or a thing, use das ist that is (line 2), or ist das is
that in a question. :

The question word Woher? Where from? is used to ask where someone
comes from, and the preposition aus from (line 4) is used to indicate *
the place of origin: Woher kommt sie? — Aus Sankt Petersburg. Where :
does she come from? — From St. Petersburg. :

This lesson introduces the 3"-person singular present tense (with the :
feminine sie she). This usually takes the conjugated ending -t except
for some very irregular verbs such as sein to be for which the stem :
changes: kommen to come — sie kommt she comes (regular); sein to
be — sie ist she is (irregular) (line 5). The very irregular sein is one of :
the few verbs whose infinitive does not end in -en. :

IcH KoMME Aus
SANKT PETERSBURG

Answers to Exercise 1

@ Where does the Russian teacher come from? @ She is married.
® She is beautiful. @ | am from St. Petersburg. @ She is the new
Russian teacher.

sechs [zeks] <6



Learning a language

has never been so eas
& Europe's top language-learning method y

German

With Assimil, learning German has never been so accessible: its method of
intuitive assimilation has allowed millions of users to learn a new language.
Whether you’re a total beginner or just want to brush up on your German,
the 100 lessons with their lively dialogues, simple notes and practical
exercises will allow you to soak up the language naturally and progressively.
By studying 30-40 minutes a day, in just a few months you’ll be able to
converse comfortably in German in a variety of everyday or professional

situations.
Key features
® Lively, practical
About the Assimil method dialogues

® A carefully designed
This revolutionary self-study method is based system of grammatical
on the simple, effective principle of intuitive progression
assimilation. This is the natural process through ° fgsct:gglt:;a’tee"ﬁiﬁ:t
which we learn our first language. The methodology you've learned
uses entertaining dialogues supported by brief ® Fascinating cultural
explanatory notes and followed by review exercises insights
to create an educational framework that will allow © Aunique witty style
you to achieve a level of fluency almost effortlessly. :L‘Z‘tteﬁ edland

Deutsch

‘ \ The recordings of the dialogues and the translation exercises
Jare sold separately under the title Deutsch. Read by German
voice artists, they are a valuable learning tool.

3 audio CDs (9782700518948) or 1 audio download J

(3135414907465)

ISBN : 978-2-7005-0972-4

www.assimil.com




