


happier when I was in the dry cab. I got the heater running, for once
not caring about the mind-numbing roar of the engine. 1 unzipped
my jacket, put the hood down, and fluffed my damp hair out so the
heater could dry it on the way home.

I looked around me to make sure it was clear. That's when 1 noticed
the still, white figure. Edward Cullen was leaning against the front
door of the Volvo, three cars down from me, and staring intently in
my direction, I swiftly looked away and chrew the truck into reverse,
almost hitting a rusty Toyota Corolla in my haste. Lucky for the Toy-
ota, I stomped on the brake in time. It was just the sort of car that
my truck would make scrap meral of. I took a deep breath, still look-
ing out the other side of my car, and cautiously pulled out again,
with greater success. | stared straight ahead as I passed the Volvo,
but from a peripheral peek, I would swear I saw him laughing.

THREE
PHENOMENON

HEN | OPENED MY EYES IN THE MORNING, SOMETHING WAS
different.
It was the light. It was still the gray-green light of a
cloudy day in the forest, but it was clearer somehow. 1
realized there was no fog veiling my window,

I jumped up to look outside, and then groaned in horror.

A fine layer of snow covered the yard, dusted the top of my truck,
and whitened the road. But that wasn't the worst part. All cthe rain
from yesterday had frozen solid—coating the needles on the trees in
fantastic, gorgeous patterns, and making the driveway a deadly ice
slick. I had enough trouble not falling down when the ground was
dry; it might be safer for me to go back to bed now.

Charlie had left for work before I got downstairs. In a lot of ways,
living wich Charlie was like having my own place, and I found myself
reveling in the aloneness instead of being lonely.

I threw down a quick bowl of cereal and some orange juice from

the carton. [ felt excited to go to school, and chat scared me. I knew
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